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With the exhibition "HfG Ulm: Exhibition Fever", the "HfG Archiv Ulm" dedicates itself for the first 

time to the exhibition activities of the "Hochschule für Gestaltung (HfG)", which contributed 

significantly to its worldwide perception. 
 

Undoubtedly one of the most influential design colleges of the 

20th century, the HfG pioneered today's understanding of design 

as an interdisciplinary practice. Using previously unpublished 

material such as architectural models, trade journals and historical 

photographs, the exhibition "HfG Ulm: Exhibition Fever" 

illustrates how the university took its positions and design 

concepts to the world. 

 

In the 1950s and 60s, exhibitions enjoyed such popularity that experts spoke of an "exhibition fever". 

Design was the subject of numerous exhibitions and trade fairs, and the "HfG"  did not exclude itself 

from these developments: During its 15-year existence, the university produced several exhibitions that 

followed the need to make its own point of view visible and to disseminate the teaching methods it 

had developed. In addition to these self-portrayals, the university members designed systems for 

external clients such as Braun and BASF as well as a contribution to the German Pavilion at the 1967 

World's Fair. Exhibitions always served the "HfG" as a field of experimentation for design innovations. 

The dynamic atmosphere of those decades can be experienced by visitors to the exhibition "HfG Ulm: 

Exhibition Fever" through various media. The exhibition focuses on the relevance of the "Hochschule 

für Gestaltung" and its worldwide reception as well as the search for an ideal exhibition design. 
 

The exhibition is part of the four-year research project "Exhibiting Design. The Visibility of the HfG 

Ulm", which was carried out jointly by the "Folkwang Universität der Künste Essen", the "HfG Archiv 

Ulm"and the "Hochschule Pforzheim" and funded by the "VolkswagenStiftung". 
 

The exhibition is accompanied by a comprehensive programme of events, a project publication and a 

website. 
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Pic.: Information carrier "Ulmer Eier" in the German pavilion at expo 67, photographer: Herbert Ohl, 1967, (c) HfG Archive Ulm 

 

: Further information on the exhibition is also available at www.hfg-archiv.museumulm.de 
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